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ISATAH v. 11, 12. 


Mo unto them that riſe up early in the Morning that 
they may follow ſtrong Drink, that continue until 
_ Night, till Wine inflame them. 98 
And the Harp, and the Viol, the Tabret and Pipe, 
aud Wine are in their Feaſts : But they regard not © 
 theWork of the Lord, neither confider the Opera- 
tion of his Hands. 5 8 1 


HE Prophet had in the beginning of this Chapter 
_ ſhew'd under the Parable of a Vineyard, the baſe In- 
| gratitude of the Jews towards God, and the Judg- 
ments which they might deſervedly expect Now, 
« ſqys the Prophet, will I {ing to my well Beloved a Song of 
e my Beloved, touching his Vineyard. My Beloved hath a 
c Vineyard in a very fruitful Hill, And he fenced it, and 
e gathered out the Stones thereof, and planted it with the 
« choiceſt Vine, and built a Tower in the midft of it, and 
& alſo made a Wine · preſs therein; and he looked that it ſhould 

4 bring forth Grapes, and it brought forth wild Grapes. 3 

« And now O Inhabitants of Jeruſalem and Men of Judah, f 

tt judge, I pray you, between me and my Vineyard; What 

J . n 

could have been done more to my Vineyard that I have not P 

« done in it? Wherefore when I looked that ir ſhould bring d 
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«© forth Grapes, brought it forth wild Grapes ? And now, go 
4 to, I will tell you what J will do to my Vineyard: I will take 
« away the Hedge thereof, and it ſhall be eaten up? and break 
« don the Wall thereof, and it ſhall be trodden down, and 
« | will lay it waſte: it ſhall not be pruned nor digged, but f 
C there ſhall come up Briars and 'T horns. I will alſo command x: 
cc the Clouds that they Rain no Rain upon it. And then fellows 85 
& the Application. For the Vineyard of the Lord of Hoſts is 1 
& the Houſe of Iſrael, and the Men of Judah his pleaſant Plants; | © 
& and he looked for judgment, but behold Oppreſſion; for 
e Rigbteouſneſs, but behold a Cry. 7 3 
And then after this general Charge laid againſt them of In- 
| gratitude, Unfruitfulneſs, and notorious Wickedneſs, the P 8 . -, 
3 . F | 
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Phet proceeds in the remaining part of the Chapter to make it 
good in ſeveral Particulars, inſtancing eſpecially in their 
Covetouſneſs and Injuſtice, ver. 8. their Intemperance, Pro- 
Phaneneſs and Irreligion, ver. 1 1. their affected Blindneſs and 


| N . 


gnorance in their Duty, ver. 13. their Wilfulneſs, Preſum ptis 
on and Impudence in ſinning, ver. 18. their -prophane 


ſcoffing at, and deſpiſing the Divine Threatnings, ver. 19. 


their confounding the Notions of good and Evil, ver. 20. 
their fooliſh Conceitedneſs of themſelves, ver. 21. 5 


valuing themſelves upon their Strength to do Wickednefs, ver. 


22. and their notorious Bribery, injuſtice, and perverting o 
Judgment, ver. 23. And at the mention of moſt of theſe; 
the Prophet denounces ſeverally a ſpecial Wo againſt the 
Perſons allowing themſelves in the Sins there ts 
mentioned; and at the Concluſion of all, from the 


had taken againſt his people for theſe their many and great 


. Provocations, and the terrible and ſevere Judgments, which 


he had already ſent and executed upon them for che ſame, 
and was determined, if they ſtill went on to provoke him as 


| they had done, to continue and increaſe until he ſhould have 
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utterly deſtroyed them. This, is, in ſhort, the Sum and De- 


ſign of chis whole rare, 7088 | 


The Words which I have choſen at preſent to diſcourſe of 
in the Eleventh and Twelfth Verſes, contain the ſecond of 
thoſe particular Charges againſt the Jews, which I before 


mention d; And which 1 called a Charge of Intemperance, 
Prophaneneſs and Irreligion ; and it is alſo one of thoſe which 
denounces a ſpecial V againſt the verſons that were liable to it. 
Wo unto them that riſe up early in the Morning, that they may follow 


ffrong Drink, that continue until Night, till Wine infl.me them. 


And the Harp and the Viol, the Tabret and Pipe; and Mine are in 


the Feaſts, but they regard not the No of the Lord, neither conſider 


che Operation of his Hands. And this I calbd a Charge laid a- 
gainſt chem, not only of Intemperance and Senſuality, (tho? 
that be the thing that ſeems to be moſt directly charged upon 


them) but likewiſe of Prophaneneſs and irreligion for it ſcems _ 


Twenty x 
fourth Verſe to the end, declares the high Diſpleaſure that God 


to be here intimared, that the Inremperance and Senſuality * . | 


|. which they allow'd themſelves in, was at ſuch times as were 
"ectally detign'd ard appointed by God for a Religious Com. 
-1emoration of his Benefits: the Harp and the Viol, the Tabret-and 

Pipe, and Wine are in their Feaſts, but they regard net the Wirk of 
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thoſe Feats were kept. It was therefore a Fault in them, and 
2 great one too, that they regarded not the Work of the Lord, 


neithe; conſidered the Operation of his hands; and it wasann- | 


the great Fault, that they allow'd themſelves too freely in 
Glurttony, Drunkenneſs and Senſuality; but that which was a 


great Aggravation of both theſe Faults was their Complicati- 
on, that is, that they ſpent that very time in the practice of 


theſe Sins, wherein they were under a ſpecial Obligation of 


exerciling themſelves in thoſe Duties, viz. on the Solemn featt- 


Days, appointed and ordained on purpoſ*, religiouſly to com- 
memorate the Bleſſings and Benefits they had received from 
God, and to return him their Hearty Thanks for the ſame* 
The Harp and the Viol, the Tabret and Pipe, and Wine are in their 


Feaſts; there was Mirth and Jollity enouch, and too much; 


bur at the ſame time little or no Religion; there was not more 
too much of the former, than there was too little of the latter; 
for they regarded not the Work of the Lord, neither conſidered they 
the Operation of his Hands. FF 


This it ſeems was too often the em- way of keeping their 


Religious Feaſts: in the Faſting Part, they took care not only 


to do, but to overdo; but in the Religious Part they did no- 


thing atal'; ſo far were they from ſpending the time of the 
Sacred Feſtival in Devout praiſes and Thankſgivings to God, 
for thoſe Merci:s and Deliverances which thoſe Feſtivals were 
ordaind to commemorate, that they had no regard to, or con- 
ſideration of them at all; their only Care and Thought was to 
make proviſion for the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts thereof; and 
in that they were as careful and thoughtful as chey could 


_ poſſibly be; riſing up early in the Morning that they might follow 
ſtrong Drink, and continuing until Night, till Wine inflamed them. 


And I wiſh I could ſay that rhis was not alſo too often the 
Chriſtians way of keeping their holy Feaſts; ſure I am, tis 
too too commonly our way of keeping them; and eſpecially of 


this great Feſtival of all, which we at this time celeberace, in 


Memory of the greateſt Miracle of the Divine Mercy that was 


ever ſhewn to Mankii:d, viz. God's ſending hs own Son into 


the World for their Redemption. On this Feſtival, and ſhall 
I add too, in commemoration of this Benefit?) whit more 


_ cuſtomary than for Men to riſe up early in the Morning, that 


they may follow ftrong Drink, and to cintinue until Nigh, till Wine 


' Sxflame them ; Now, if ever, we look to hear the Sound of the 


Harp 


phe Lord; i. e. that Work of the God in Memory of which 
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Harp and the Viol, of the Tabertand Pipe, this is reckon'd | 
the proper Seaſon for Muſick, and Noiſe, and Merry-making; |} 
now alſois Wine in our Feaſts; this is the time, the time of 
the whole year, for good cating and Drinking: But then our 


thoughts are commonly ſo taken up, and our time ſo much 
employ'd in theſe things, that we have no mind to, or no 


leiſure for any thing that is good; God is not in all our thoughts, 
not now, I ſay, when in Reaſon he ought to be moſt there; 
M' regard not in our Minds the Work of the Lord, neither do we con- 
ſider the Operation of his Hands. | 3 . 

But ſince the Caſe is ſo, will ſome perhaps be ready to ſay, 
that this feſtival however at firſt perhaps piouſly defign'd, is 
now ſo very much abus d, why is it not rather quite laid aſide? 


Why ſhould we continue the obſervation of a feaſt, which 


is ſo commonly, ſo cuſtomarily, nay ſo conftantly, every Year, 
(Ann. 1644.) an occaſion of much Sin? and time was, we 


have been told, and you may perhaps ſome of you remember, 
when this Counſel fo far prevaiFd, that, this Day was by order 


obſerv'd as a Faſt: (Ann 1645, c) Time was when the 
Churches on this Day were generally kept ſhut, and the 
Shops were ordered to be kept open; and a fort of Inquiſition 
was ſet up againſt even thoſe kinds of Food, which had been 
moſt cuſtomarily in uſe at this Seaſon. But what Warrant 
the then Reformers had for this, from the Pattern ſhew'd to 
them in the Mount, according to which they pretended to 
make all their Reformation, I could never yer learn. "A 
For the Jewiſh Feaſts (the Feaſt of the paſſover kept in 
memory of their Deliverance out of Egype, that of Penticoſt, 
in memory of the overthrow of Pharaoh in the Red Sea, and 
of the giving the Law upon mount Sinai, and the Feafi of 
Tabernacles, in memory of their dwelling ſo long in the 
Wilderneſs in Tents, and of the Wonders which God did 


there; theſe Feaſts, I ſay) had, as is plainly intimated ia the 
Text, been abuſed by ſome looſe and diſſolute perſons amongſt. 


the Jews, juſt as ours have been; they had been made by 
ſome the 8 they had proved to ſome the occaſions of 
much Exceſs and ſinful Extravagance; But were they for this 
reaſon thought fit to be laid aſide and aboliſh'd? were they 


for this Reaſon forbidden to be obſerved any longer? ——_ 


No, perhaps you'll fay, for theſe were of Divine Inſtituti 
on, and therefore could not by any Human or Eccleſiaſtical 


Authority be laid aſide, as ours may be; the Celebration of 


* v. Bp. Patrick in Exod. 23. 24 which 
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- which has been ordaind only by Human prudence, and the 
Aurhority of the Church. 3 | 


And this indeed is true, That thoſe Feſtivals which were 
inſtituted by God, could not be aboliſhed by Men ; neither 
could any Man, how much ſoever they were abuled, have 
taken upon him to aboliſh them, without ſetting up his own 
Wiſdom againſt God's. „ Vb | 

I did not therefore ask why the ems themſelves, i-e.. why 
the HighPrieft, or the Sanhedrim, or the King for the time 
being, or whoever elſe is ſuppoſed to have had the ſupreme 
Eccleſiaſtical Authority in the Nation; (I did not, I fay, ask, 
why theſe) did not lay aſide the Cleberation of thoſe Feaſts, in 
which there had been commonly ſo much Luxury Drunkenneſs 
and Intemperance, and 16 little Religion; but] only ask in 
general, why they were not laid aſide and abolifld ; and 


laid aſide, without doubt, they might have been, and aboliſh'd, 


by the fame Authority by which they had been before ordain'd, 
1. e. by God himſelf: But it did not you ſee ſeem good to the 
Divine Wilcom to take this 2 of preventing the ſinful 
Abuſe of ſuch holy Feſtivals; all that God himſelf thought fit 
to do in the caſe, was to warn the people againſt this pro- 
phaning a Re'igious inſtitution, and to denounce 4 M againſt 
thoſe that did; M unte them that riſe up early in the Morning, 


that they ma fellow ſtrong Drink, &c. 


For he knew how inſenſibly we generally are of the Divine 
Benefits, how apt we are to let them {lip out of our Minds, 
ard how neceſſary it is that our Memory thereof ſhould be 
frequently refreſhd; he knew how very requiſite it was that 
ſome ſpeciil. Times, and Seaſons ſhould be appointed for this 
purpoſe, there being great danger that that good Work will 


never be done at all, for the doing whereof ſome ſpecial time is 


not appointed: He knew alſo that they were wiſe and reli: 
gious would conſider and underſtand the Loving-kindnefs of 
God, not only in granting the Bleffing or Benefit com- 
memorated but likewiſe in ordering them to rejoy ce in his 
Goodneſs, and to continue the memory thereof with ſolemn 
praiſes and Thankſgivings ; and that ſuch as were looſe and 
ſenſual, and given to Intemperance, would not have been 
reſtrain'd from their rioting and ſinful Extravagances, only by 


- aboliſhing ſuch Seaſon of publick Praife and rejoycing; but 


that if they had not had thoſe, they would have taken other 
Occaſions of fulfilling the ſame fleſbly Lufts ; fo that _—_ to 
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have aboliſhed ſuch Feſtivities, would not have been a means {| 
of reforming the Wicked part of the World, That would 


ſtill have been as luſting, ſenſual, 4s intemperate, both then 


and at other times, as it too commonly was upon the holy 


Feſtival; for the ſame corrupt Heart would, at all times, and 


upon all occaſions, have produced plentifully the fame corrupt 


Fruits; but to thoſe who were piouſly and well 8 it 


would have been indeed a 2 detrimentand diſadvantage, 
by the aboliſſiment of thoſe days to have been deprived of thoſe 
bleſſed Oppertunities which were therein afforded them, of 
contemplating the divine Goodneſs, and impreffing the ſenſe 
thereof ſtrongly upon their Minds, and working themſelves up 
to the higheſt degrees of Love and Gratitude ro God their 
moſt bountiful Benefactor. | £3 

In a Word; *Tis matter of fact, that theſe Feſtivals, tho 


| they had been much prophan'd and abus d by ſome wicked 


licentious perſons, were not, however, by any Command of 
God laid aſide, or forbidden to be any longer obſerv'd; and 
*tis, I think, highly probable, that the Reaſons above: menti- 
oned. or ſuch like, were the reaſons why they were never- 
theleſs continued: But however that be, lince they were by 
the Wiſdom of God thought fit to be ſtill continu'd and 
obſerv'd, notwithſtanding the ill Uſe that ſome prophane and 


profligate perſons had made of them; I can ſee no reaſon, why | 


the Governors of the Chriſtian Church may not, in a lite 


_ caſe, reaſonably follow the pattern which the Wiſdom of Gd | 
has ſet them; and ſtill continue the Obſervation of thoſe 


Chriſtain Feſtivals (and of this in particular) which were in- 


ſtiruted at firſt with a pious deſign, and rom the religious | 
Obſervation whereof ſuch are as piouſly and vertuouſly in- 


clined may, and do, without doubr, receive much Spiritual 
Advantage, altho there be now (as there were formerly a- 


mong the Fews) ſome leud and prophane perſons, who by their 


wicked Abuſe of them, ſpending them in Exceſs and Drun- 
kenneſs, and other Luſts of the Fleſh, do haſten, aſcertain, 


and much encreaſe their own Damnation. © Ee 
For tho it can't, indeed, be faid, It is not pretended by us, 


that any of theſe feſtivals, or this of Chriſtmaſs in particular, 


5 was inſtituted (as the Fewiſh Feſtivals before ſpoken of, were) 


by the ſpecial direction and Command of God; ſo that it night 
be aboliſh d by Humane Authority (which thoſe could not 


be) without oppoſing or W a poſitive divine In- 
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of & d, who was manifeſted, as at this Time, to deſtroy the 
Works of the devil) was an infinitely greater Ben«fit, than 
the deliverance of the Hraelites out of Ægypt, than the deſtructi- 


on of Pharaoh and his Hoſt in the Red. Sea, or then the 


miraculous preſervation of the Fews for forty Tears in the 
Wild rneß; ſo thar if they deſerved to be kept in perpetual 
Rememberance, by Annual Feftivals, inſtituted in commemo- 
ration thereof, much more does this deſerve to be in like 


manner rrmember'd with Joy and Thankfuleeſs. There was 


good reaſon therefore that che Church ſhould appoint ſome 


D+y or Days in the Year, whereon this ſhould be done; for 


a publick Work of Religion (as this is) muſt have a ſpecial 


I me appointed for it, or elſe it can't be done at all. 


Now this is all thar the Church does; ſhe appoints a cer- 
tain Time whereon all her Members ſhould meet in Religious 


Aſſemblies, to ſing and give praiſes to God for this his incſtim- 


able Bene it; and that they may be furniſh'd with proper mar- 
ter for Devotion and meditation, ſhe provides prayers to be 


. uſed, ar d appoints Portions of Scripture to be read, and Sermon 


to be preached, ſuirable to the Occaſion ; and that they may 
hve Leiſire, and be in better Diſpoſition of mind for this 
Holy Exerciſe, ſhe diſcharges them, for that Lime, fromthe 


Works and Labours of their ordinary Callings; and, as 
- fuirable to ſuch a Time of Rejoycing, ſhe commends the Ex- 
erciſe of Charity and Hoſpitality ; and ſhe may, perhaps, faid 


alſo to permit (butthat's the mo that can be ſaid) a free and 


maore plentiful Uſe of the good Creatures of God, than the 


Conditions and Circumitancs of men could furniſh them with 


at all other Times of the Year; but all the while ſhe ſtrictly 


enjoyns them to keep vithin the Bounds of Temperance and 
Sodriety; and whether they cat or drink, or whatever elſe 


they do, (not unbecoming an Holy Feſtival) to do all to the 
Glory of God. ED | 


Thus, I rhink, it appears that there was good Reaſon at firſt. 
fer the appointing this Holy Feſtival tobe kept, in ſuch De- 


vout and Religious manner as the Church has directed ii to be 


kept. And if there was good Reaſorifor its firſt Inſtitution, 


there is, I think, the fame Reaſon why it ſhould continue ſtill 
to Be obſerved, and that not withſtanding ſome Ab. ſes 105 
r 5 os | | 1 ; ave 


ſtitution: Yet this we may ſay, and this we do affirm, That 
the Bleffing anc the Ber cfi which we now commemorate, (viz... | 
the 1cd.mption of the Worii by the Incarnation of the Son 
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; | have crept into, and ſome Inconveniencies that haveariſen by = 
4 the Obſervation thereof: For what is there ſo good that has 
not been miſuſed ? Or what is there ſo uſeful that has not been 


2 \ 


attended with ſome Inconveniences? Even in eating and 
drinking? many Sins are every Day committed; is it fit there- 
fore that a Law ſhould be made to forbid Eating and drinking? 


Or that publick Officers ſhould be appointed to deliver out to 


every one his meat and Drin by Weight and meaſure? There 
is great Exceſs in Apparel, would it be reaſonable therefore to 
forbid the wearing of any Cloaths, or to command that no 
Cloaths ſhould be made bur ſuch as are abſolutely neceſſary, 


and thoſe of the Courſeſt Stuff, and after the plaineſt Faſhion 


And as little Reaſon is there to aboliſh a Rellgious Feſtival, 
which was well deſigned, and which. is of Excellent Uſe to 
ſuch as are piouſly aad well diſpos d, and which, according to 
the Obſervation of it which the Church directs, is a very 
probable means to reclam even thoſe that are Vicious, and b 
reminding them of the mercies and Bleffings of God, whic 


| otherwiſe they would never have thought of at all, to bring 


them to ſome Senſe of Duty and Gratitude, (as little Reaſon, 
| ay. is there to aboliſh ſuch _ Feſtival) only be- 
cauſe ſome prophane perſons do, and will, take occaſion to 
ſpend it in Rioting and Drunkennefs, and Uncleannefs: For 


that they do thus ſpend it, whoſe, Fault is it? Is it not their 
own ? Does the Church, which appoints it to be obſervd, di- 


rect that it ſhould be obſer ved in this manner. 
No, perhaps you'll ſay, that indeed ſhe does not, ſhe come 
mands it to be kept in a quite different manner; but however 
thus, notwithſtanding all the proviſion the has made to prevent 
it, it has been kept and thus (after all the Care ſhe can take 


about it) probably will be kept by a great many; and there- 


fore to cut off Occaſion from ſuch as will take Occaſion, we 


think it had better not be kept at all, but be made again, as 


it once was, a Day of ordinary Work and Labour. 

And do you think then, indeed, that the Aboliſhment of 
this Feſtival would help very much to reform the World? No 
fich matter: For do not they that Eat to Exceſs at this Time, 
Ear as much to Exceſs at any other Time, when they have 
plenty before them of ſuch proviſions as they like? Are not 
they that are Drunk on the Chriſtmaſs Holydays, as free to 
be Drunk at any other Time of the Year, when they can h 
Time and Money for it? Do not they thitnow rife up early 
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in the morning to follow ſtrong Drink, and continue until 
Night, *cill Wine inflame them, do the ſame whenever elſe in 
the Ycai they can get to be releas'd for a Day or two from the 
Labours of ther calling? Are not they that now ſpend whole 
Days and Nights in exceſſive Gaming, to the neglect of their 
Buſineſs, and he waſting of their Eſtates, and the Impoveriſh- 
ment of their Families, as ready and deſirous to do the ſame at 
any other Seaſon of the Vear, when they can meet with (and 
fiich as are rever hard to be met with perſons as idle, and as 
fpend-threfr as themſelves? Nay, do not they that ſpend the 
Chriſtmaſs Holydays in Idleneſs and Exceſs, and ſinſul pleaſures, 
moſt commonly ſpend all other Days dedicated to Religion after 
the fame manner ? Do not they commonly make the ſame uſe 
of a Faſting Day that they do of a Feſtival ? do not they com- 
monly ſrend the Lord's day it ſelf as idly and as ſinfully as 
they do Chriſtmaſs day? It is not therefore the day that corrupts 
or helps to ſpoil the day. And therefore if in order to prevent 
and reform this Abuſe, it be neceſſary, to Aboliſh any one day 
that has too cuſtomarily. been thus abus d and prophan'd, it 
will be neceſſary, for the ſame Reaſon, to aboliſh all other 
days that have been in the like manner propbar'd, or that are 
able to be in the like manner abus d: And then, that men 
may have no time or Leiſure for per Vices, it will be neceſſary 
that they ſhould be kept (as the I/raelites were in the Egyptian 
Bondage) to hard and contioual Labour; for if ever they are 
ſuffcr'd to ceaſe from their Burdens, they will (ſuch of them, 
I mean, asare wickedly and prophanly inclin'd; they will) be 
employing that leiſure Time in making proviſion for the fleſh, 
to fulfil the Luſts therefore. Then, that none may have Time 
for the ir Vices, none muſt have any leiſure Time from their 
Works for the Exerciſe of Religion; for the fame Time that 
the pious and Religious do ſpend in the Exerciſe of devotion, 
the fame will the prophane and ne ſpend in the ſinful 
Luft of the Fleſh ; the Conſequence of which will be, that as 
| thentherewil] probably be leſs Vice and Looſeneſs, leſs Rioting 
and drunkennef, fo there will be likewiſe les Religion 
l lefs Devotion; for theſe can no more be practis d without Time 
| than the other. And, I doubt, the World, in the whole, 
would be then much worſe than it is now; for it is better, that 
| witha mixture of bad, there ſhould be ſome good perſons in 
the World, than that there ſhould, be none at all good in it; 
and none good there could be, if all Men were held 1 8 


95 mom 2er e fr kf 


„* 


a 2 © wy 


1012 K ro. 


e „ „ tows A rim, fomd 


i. 4a 


ta Le 


Inter miſſion. 


There is no reaſon therefore, I think, that any Day of Re- 
ligion (no reaſon that this in particular) ſhould be aboliſh d, 


only becauſe ſome people are ſo wicked as to turn ĩt into a Day 
of Intemperance and Senſuality; becauſe the aboliſhing the 
day would not alone ſerve to prevent the Wickedneſs that is 


acted upon it; it would but only put off the acting it from 


this day to ſome other day; and, in the mean Time, they 
that are devourly inclinꝰd, would, by the days being laid aſide, 


be depriv'd of an excel'en: means of Religion, and-help to 


their Devotion; and that great Myſtery of Godlineſs, which 


we now commemorate, God manifeſt in the Fleſh, would 


more ſeldom be had in remembrance and reflected upon; and 
in Time to come (this Annual Mimorial of it being deſtroy d 


FR | | nun 
Labours and their Burdens without ceaſing, and without 


and taken away) would be in danger of being quite forgotten. 


Thus much I thought it reaſonable to ſay at this Lime, to 


juſtify the Wiſdom and Piety of the Church, as well in Bll 


retaining the Obſervation of this great Feſtival, in memory of 
the Birth of the King of Heaven, as in irs firſt Inſtitution, and 
that notwithſtanding the ill uſe that the .prophane and Licenti- 
ous have made, and, tts likely, will ſtill make of it. 


But nothing can be ſaid to juſtify their wicked Abuſe of itz. 


for, W unte them, ſays the Prophet inthe Text, that riſe 'up 
early in the Morning that they may follow ſtrong Drink, that continues 


until Night tiil Vine inflame them. And the Harp and the Viol, the 


Tabret and Pipe, and Wine are in their Feaſts, but they regard nut 


ebe Wirk of the Lord, neither conſidor the Operation of bis Hands. 


The proper Application of which Words, to the great 
Feſtival that we at this Time celebrate, will be, I ſuppoſe by 
ſhewing, Firſt, What that Work of the Lord is which we 
ought at this Time to have regard to, and to exercite our 


| Meditations upon; Secondly, What Thoughts and Affections 
towards God, the Conſideration thereof is proper to work in 
us, and what Influence it ought to have upon our Lives; And, 


Thirdly, laſtly, How very unſuitable ro the Occaſion of our 
preſent Joy and Thankſgiving, the Cuſtom is, of thoſe pro- 


1 
| 


| 


j 


phane and licentious perſ'ns, who ſpend this Time in Rig iaß | 


 an4{Drunkennefs, and other ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh - OF 
which very briefly. : 


1. Then 1 ſhall briefly ſhew, what that Work of the 


Lord is, which we ought at this time to have a ſpecial regard 
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to, and to exerciſe our meditations upon. And this has been 
often already intimated : That Work of God which we are 
now more eſpecially to conſider, is his ſending (as at this time) 
hs vw: Son into the World, for the Redemption of mankind, 
And nere we ſhould do well to conſider more Particularly 
I. The Greatneſs and Dignity of the Perſon that was ſent 
the only b gotten Son of G00; He who was the Brigheneſ; of 
the Father's Glry, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon ; 1 pholdin 
all things by the Wird of his Power; that E erna! Aoy@-, o 
whom St. 7-bn ſpeaking, ſays, In the beginning was the Word 
and the Ma was with Gid, and the Nd was Ged; the ſame was 
in the begenning with God. All things were made by him, and 
2withont him mig not any thing made that was made. The Senſe 
_ef which is very well expre[#d in the Creed commonly ca'l'd 
the Nicene Creed, wherein declaring our Be ief of this Article, 


we are aught to lay, Ibelieve in one Lord Feftis Chriſt, the only 


beggotten Sn of G d, beg tten of his Father before all Worlds. God 
Fd, Light of Light, very God of very Gad, beggotten not made, 
being of one Subſtance with the Father, and by whom all things were 
made: Such was the Perſon whole coming into the World we 
at this time commemorate. 5 
II. Another thing proper to be now confider'd by us, is 

the manner of hi being ſent; That he came not in the Glory 
of bis Father, with- the h ly Angels, as he will come hereafter, 
when he ſhall retu'n to judge the World; nay, that he came 
not with fo much Glory as the Angels of Light had been uſed 
to appear in, when they were ſent by on ſome meſſage to men; 
but he empried himſelf, as the Apoſtle expreſſes ir, Phil. ii. 7. 
ENU, £4£vre ; he laid aſide his majeſty and Glory; he 
deveſted himſelf fora while (not indeed of his Eternal God- 
head, for that could not be, but) of the Glory which he had 
with his Father before all Worlds, and took upon him the from 
of a ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs of Men, He whom 
the Heavens and the Heaven of Heavens could not contain, 
conlecended, by aſſuming the Hum ine Nature, the Soul and 


Body of man to himſelf, to be (as it were) Circumſcribed and 


limited within the fame narrow Bounds that we are; The Mord 
was made Fleſh and dwelt among us: And neither was his dwel- 
ling amony us afrer the manner of earthly Kings and Princes 
with State and magnificence, in Splendor and Plenty ; bur, 
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be appear'd among us as one of the meaneſt of men, as the 


Son 
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Labour; wich whom alſo, until the time that he began to preach 
(which was not til he was abour Thirty: Y ears old) he is general 
ly believ'd to have work'd at the fame Trade. Neither after 


that, was his way of Living advancd; for he had than no 


Houſe of his own to lay his Head in, no Eſtate of his own to 
live upon, but was for the moſt part maintain'd by Charity 
and Contribution. Was ever ſuch Condeſcention before heard 
of; Or could it enter into the Heart of Man that ſuch a thing 
could be; Great indeed, might the Apoltle well ſay, is eb 
Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſted in the Fleſh, But—— . 
HI. Another, thing proper to exerciſe our Meditation upon 
at this Seaſon, is the End and deſign of this Incarnation of the 
Son of God; which, in general, was the Redemption of Man- 
kind from that wretched, deplorable and deſperate State, which 
by Sin they had plung'd themſelves into. For this purpoſe, laith 
the Apoſtle. The Sem of God was manifeſted, that he might deſtroy 
the Mor ls of the Devil, 1 John iii. 8. And God ſo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Sen, that whoſoever believerh in him 
ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. For Ged ſent not his ſon 
into the World to condemn the World but that the Mid thre him 
might be ſaved; fo we are told by our Saviour himſelf, ohm iii. 
16, 17. This was the gracious Deſign of God and uur Saviour 
in this wonderful and My ſterious Undertaking; to make peace 


for us, and to preach Peace to us; to reconcile us to God, and 


to ſave us from our Sins, and to redeem our Suols from 
Deſtruction. - : 33 . 5 
In order to which, and as a means of accompliſhing, which 
gracious Deſign; (and that's another thing proper to be now 
conſider d, and meditated upon) e 
IV. He not only took upon him our Nature, in that to con- 
verſe freely and familiarly with us, and to teach us boch by his 


Precepts and by his Example the way we were to take to be 


happy; but in this Nature united to the Divinity, he payd 
the Price of our Redemption, he gave his Life a Ranſom fer all; 
For in him (as the Apoſtle ſays) we have Redempeion through his 
Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of Sins, Col. i. 14. And this indeed 


| ſeems to have been the main deſign of his coming; the chief 


Reaſon for which it was neceſſary that he ſhould become Man. 
For. the ſame Precepts and Rules of Holy Living might have 
been given by an Angel, or even by a meer Man inſpired by 
God, and furnith'd with Power ſufficient to prove his Divine 

| Mithion, 


Miſſion, beyond all Contradiction; and the ſame excellent 


Example which he gave, was not, I ſuppoſe, impoſſible to have 15 
been given by another man, affilted and ſtrengthen'd unto all R 
Good by the powerful Operation of the Holy Ghoſt : But to |, 
redtem loft mankind, to ſatisſie the Juſtice of God, to make rt 
Peace between God and men; that was what could not be . 
y done either by Angels or men; that was what none could do 5 
# bur the Son of God; none but He could pay the Price of fo G 
large a Purchaſe, for no Creature's ſuffering could have been 
equivalent to the Deſtruction of the whole Race of mankind, ? 
which was thereby to be bought of. For this purpole there. 95 


fore the Son of God aflum'd our Nature, that, an ineſtamable 
Value being added to his ſuffering as a man by the Union of ſor 
the divine Nature with the Human, he might by one Oblation of || lic 
bimſelf once offered, make a full, perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, Ob- rn 
lation and Satisfaction for the Sins of the whole World This was what Ine 
he came to do; this was what by his Incarnation, z. e. by his ſor: 
being manifeſted in the Fleſh, he was capacitated to do; this || n, 
was what he actually did do for us: For (as the Apoſtle fays) ſp 
being found in faſhion as a man, he Humbled himſelf, and became | V 
obedient unto death, even the Death of the Croſs, Phil. ii. 8. And | ng 
this is that wonderful Work of God which we onght, now Pe 
eſpecially, to regard; this is that Operarion of his hands, which | he 
the preſent Feſtival calls upon us to conſider. | tin 
But more meditation ot Contemplation only is not a ſuf- to 
ficient Commemoration of this great myſtery ; unleſs we make | j, 
it as uſeful and practical to our ſelves as we can. This there- pe 
fore was the next thing I propounded to do, viz. of 
2. To ſhew, what Thoughts and Affection, towards God Ino 
the Conſideration of theſe things ſhould work in us, and what Ge 
Influence it ought to have upon our Lives. EL 
I. What Thoughts and Affections of mind towards God th 
the Conſideration of theſe things ſhould work in us. 1 
And the natural return for Love is Love: If therefore God | ,, ; 
fo loved the World as to give his only begotten Son, to take | ſid 
upon him the Human Nature, in that to pafs a wretched and | the 
ainful life, and to die an accurſed death for their Redemption, | thi 
3 can we chuſe but love him again, and devote our ſelves, wi 
Souls and Bodies intirely to his faithful Service? For his (as the | ſeli 
Apoſtle ſays) is the Love of God, that we keep his commandments; | a... 
we can teſtifie and make Proof of our Love to God no other | 
way. This cherefore | 1 
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o | bur unto him that died for us; being bought with a Price, an 

© | that not with corruptible 7? 4 as Silver and Gold, but. with the © 
© Þ precious Blood of the Son of God, made man, we ſhould aſſert cur 
Freedom from the Slavery of Sin and the devil, and -glorifie 
0 | God, both in our Body and in our Spirit, which are hi. 
n And this leads me to the third and laſt thing which I pro- 
l, pounded ro do, and wherewith I deſign to put an end to this 

* diſcourſe, VIZ. I * e : „ Fiend: 5c ih fo ot Ree 
+ 3. To ſhew how very unſuitable to the occaſion of our pre- 
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h | be more contradi&ory to this pretence, than now at this very 
time to ſell our ſelves again to that Slavery from which we ſeem 
— to Rejoyce that we were redeem d? He gave himſelf for us that 
e | he might redeem us from all Inquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar 
People zealom of goed Works : Is it not then a very unſuitable way 
of commemorating this Benefit, that Iniquity ſhould abound 
d now, rather more than at other times? And that our Love to 
it | God, and Zeal for his Service, ſhould now be more cold, when 
| it ought co be moſt flaming and operative? Is it not very abſurd, 
d | chat at this very Seaſon ſet apart on purpoſe to Commemorate 


II. Is the Influence which the Conſideration of that great 
myſtery of Godlineſs, which we now. commemorate, ſhould 
have upon our Lives; we ſhould look upon our ſelves: as the 


Redeemed of the Lord, and not live any longer to our ſelves, - 


ſent Joy and Thanſgiving, the Cuſtom is of thoſe prophane and 
licentious Perſons, who ſpend this time in Rioting and drunken» 
neſs, and other ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh. For the myſtery we 
now commemorate is the Birth of the Son of Gad, who was 


manifeſted for this purpoſe, that he might deſtroy the Warks of the 


Devil: Can any thing then be more abſurd, then that we ſhould 
ſpend the time of this holy Feſtival in the practice of thoſe 
Wicked Works which he came to deſtroy ? The Bleſſing we 


now pretend to thank God for, is our Redemption from the 


Power of Sin, and the Dominion of darkneſs: Can any thing 


| our Lord's Birth, and in the doing of which we pretend to be 


— -Y 


d | ar this time emply'd, we ſhould: o tar forget, or ſo little con- 
e ſider, what was the defign of his Coming, as to live and act in 
d [| the greateſt poſſible Contradiction thereto ; not only making 
n, this Feſtival an Occaſion and Opertunity, but ſeeming like 
Sz || wiſe to think it an Excuſe or Juſtification of our allowing our 
1 | {elves in Irregularities and Extravagances of Life and Behaviour, 
las we our ſelves ſhould be aſham'd of ar any other time? 
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U hat this is the manner of a great many 
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People's keeping 
Chriſtmas Fm ſure I ſhall not need to tell you; But I hope bet 
ter things of you, and things that | accompany Salvation. 

you do, and I pray God we all of us may, fo regard the 
Work of the Lord, fo ſeriouſly conſider and reflect upon tht 
Deſign of our Saviour's firſt coming, as to keep this Feaſt in 
remembrance thereof in a manner agreeable to the occaſion of ity 
and likewiſe to order our whole Lives conformably thereuntay 
that ſo at his ſecond coming to judge the World, we may 
found an acceptable Peoplc'in Fis fight, through the ſame ou 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to whom with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be all Honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen 
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3 OEren Sermons Preach'd by Ofspring Blackball D. D. Now 
O [ord Biſhop of Exeter. 1. The Bleſſednefs F the Poor in Spirit 
before the Queen. 2. Se. Paul and St. James ReconciPd at 
© Cambridge before the Univerſity. 3. The 30 of Fanuary 1698. 
at St. Margarets Weſtminſter 4. The ſubjefts Duty, at St. dunſtan 
in the 7:7 March the & 1704. 5. A viſitation at Brent aaa 
before the Lord Biſhop of Londm. 6. The way of Trying Prophets 
| before the Queen. 7. On the great Storm at St. Pauls Fanuary. 
the 19: 1703. Likewiſe the eight of Eſquire Boyl's Lectures 
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